
Perez House Sells! 
by Gwen Marks
   
    
    The Perez House, 
home of  the late Jo-
anne and Pepito 
Perez, has been sold, 
along with a much of  
the memorabilia. In 
2004, Joanne Perez 
left her entire estate to 
Biola University, spe-
cifically the Mass 
Comm department. 
    The Perez’s spent their lives in the 
entertainment industry and Joanne 
wanted her estate to benefit art, film, and 
television education. Pepito, a famous 
clown from Spain, and Joanne, an ac-
complished dancer, pianist, and contor-
tionist, performed together on the 
Vaudeville circuit. Pepito had a few small 
roles in the movies, and later trained 
Lucille Ball in the art of  pantomime. 
Pepito helped Lucy and Desi create the 
comedic act they would use on their pilot 
episode for the I Love Lucy show and built 
the prop cello that Lucy used in both the 
pilot and episode six, “The Audition.” 
    The two couples remained good 
friends throughout their lives; Pepito and 
Desi shared a love for ocean fishing. In 
1990, when Joanne realized she held the 
only film copy of  the I Love Lucy pilot, she 
generously donated it to the Smithsonian. 
(Desi had given it to Pepito.) 
    The Perez’s also established a reputa-
tion for the dance studio they ran from 
their property in Santa Ana, presenting 
professional productions such as Hansel 
and Gretel and The Enchanted Forest to the 
community. In 1956, the elaborate sets 
and costumes designed and created by 
Pepito, as well as the dance studio stu-
dents, were featured in episode #165 
“Little Ricky’s School Pageant” of  the I 
Love Lucy show. After Pepito’s death in 
1975, Joanne continued to run the dance 
studio until she was 92 in 2000.
    The Perez home, built in the 1890’s, 
was relocated to Santa Ana in 1914. Due 
to the age, condition, and historical des-
ignation of  the home, we were concerned 
we wouldn’t find a buyer, but the Lord
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provided. 
    This estate was unique because it 
contained considerable Hollywood 
memorabilia, including the prop cello 
and hundreds of  photos, among the 
contents of  the home. This required 
careful sorting because treasures were 
often hidden among the ordinary. Since 
Joanne had not been up to the two large 
attics in the house since Pepito’s death in 
1975, it was like opening a time capsule. 
One side contained deteriorating cos-
tumes and props from the dance studio 
and the other side contained books, 
paperwork, celebrity photos, furniture, 
and lots of  junk. Cats occupied one side 
and rats and opossums the other. It was 
a DIRTY job…but someone had to do 
it!  
    The overwhelming job of  sorting and 
cleaning could not have been done with-
out the help of  parent volunteers: Robin 
Bjorkland, Laurie Fowler, and Bob and 
Pat Sikora; Biola staff:  Gary Araujo, 
Martin Wixson, Rick Bee, and Peggy 
Rupple; and a few willing student work-
ers. I started as a parent volunteer, but 
when the scope of  the job became ap-
parent, I was hired to archive, sort, 
clean, and market memorabilia for the 
estate. It has been an enriching and en-
lightening experience. I feel a little like a 
“History Detective”!  
    Recently we consigned much of  the 
Lucy memorabilia to the Profiles In 
History Hollywood Auction. Again, the 
Lord provided and we sold our lots for 
an amount beyond our expectations. You 
can view our lots at 
www.profilesinhistory.com, Hollywood 

Continued on page 2



Put Your Assets to Work
by Rick Bee, 
Senior Director, Alumni and Friends

    The legacy of  giving an estate gift like 
that of  Pepito and Joanne Perez can im-
pact generations of  Biola students to 
come, and ultimately have a significant 
kingdom impact.
    We are excited about the potential the 
Perez Estate offers the Biola MCOM 
program. The University is indebted to 
the Parent Task Force members who 
helped to clean, catalog, and arrange the 
materials from the estate. So much work 
was done to make possible a smooth 
transfer of  the estate to the department. 
    This gift brings into focus the need for 
each family to consider estate planning.  
The opportunity that we all have through 
planning to avoid estate taxes and ensure 
that our resources pass to those individu-
als or organizations that we desire, is 
often overlooked.  
    One of  the services that Biola offers is 
a full estate-planning program.  Whether 
you choose a simple will, a more detailed 
living trust, or a complete estate plan with 
numerous properties, businesses, or part-
nerships, Biola’s estate planning services 
can provide you with the professional 

counsel and legal assistance you will need. 
 And, it’s Biola’s policy that if  your intent 
is to gift at least 50% of  your estate to the 
university, Biola will pay for the legal 
work to establish your trust or legal 
documents.
    But the Perez Estate suggests an even 
greater and more immediate opportunity. 
You may think that your estate is too 
small, or that the lead-time is too long. 
Did you know that Biola became benefi-
ciary of  the Perez estate, not because of  
Joanne Perez’s relationship with Biola, 
but rather, because of  her relationship 
with her friend, Marjory Fluor? Marjory 
knew that Joanne had no heirs and be-
cause of  the Pepito and Joanne’s lifelong 
involvement with students and the arts, 
would want her estate to benefit others. 
Marjory suggested Biola’s MCOM pro-
gram. We were able to provide Joanne 
with both the legal and spiritual support 
to confidently leave her estate to the 
school. Perhaps you know of  someone 
who is in a similar situation, someone 
who would be blessed to leave all or part 
of  their estate to Biola. 
    I hope you will consider how you 
might partner with Biola in impacting the 
future through Christian education at 
Biola. Feel free to call and discuss this 
with me at (562) 903-4737.
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TRANSITION TIME
 by PAT J. SIKORA, PTF CHAIR 

Welcome to our fall newsletter! I’m always amazed when I begin working on a newslet-
ter to see just how much is going on in our Mass Comm (MCOM) department. It’s exciting to 
see the excellence being developed in the program and the opportunities our students have to 
make an impact in the industry, even while they are students.

The Parent Task Force (PTF) continues to make an impact on the program. MCOM has 
the distinction of being the only department on campus with this level of parent involvement. We 
have served at three major events in the past few months, and provided $1000 in awards at the 
film festival through tee shirt and DVD sales. Our prayer chain continues to keep us on our knees. 
We were instrumental in getting the Perez estate ready for market, and we provide general encouragement for the 
students. 

I remember two years ago when Rick Bee, Senior Director for Alumni and Friends for the University, ap-
pointed me to create and chair the Parent Task Force. It was an embryonic idea. No one knew what it could or 
should do.  And to add just a bit of interest, I was appointed during Craig’s first week on campus! We brainstormed, 
gathered a small group of people to offer leadership, and plunged in. Over the past two years, we’ve done some things 
very well, and we’ve done some things not so well. We’ve taken the moist clay back to the wheel many times to re-
vision and reshape. But we knew that would happen. It always does when you’re creating a new thing. We’ve come up 
with a few things that are definite keepers—serving at events, fund raising for awards, the prayer chain, the newsletter.
 And that’s where you come in. You see, our son graduates this year.  And in fact, most of the parents who’ve 
been active in the past two years are short timers. So as we move into this year, we encourage—in fact, we need--
some of you freshman and sophomore parents to get involved. We need a new chairperson. We need writers and an 
editor for the newsletter. We need a new prayer chain coordinator.  We need people to take over sales and fund rais-
ing.  We need people to serve at the events this year, including the Biola Media Conference and Film Festival in the 
spring and perhaps some premieres.  And we need people with new and exciting ideas.  Please email me at 
parent.taskforce@biola.edu or call me at (650) 364-0127 and tell me how you would like to get involved. 

from the early to mid 1900’s, and some 
household items.  Please pray that God 
will lead us to the right sources.
    We praise God for Joanne’s generous 
gift to the University.

Perez House
from page 1



A Thousand Hearts 
Sweeps Film Fest

	 A Thousand Hearts, a documentary 
featuring a hospital in Israel that pro-
vides life-saving heart surgeries for 
third world children, swept the 2005 
Biola Film Festival in May. Producer 
Alison Murphy, director Matthew 
Kitchen, editor Ryan Grant, and 
sound designer Davis Hollingsworth 
took eight of  the 15 awards offered. 
 The Parent’s Task Force was hon-
ored to provide a total of   $1000 in 
prizes to the winners. The complete 
list of  awards include:

GENRE AWARDS
Animation: Causatum (dir. David 
Cole)
Drama: Freedom X (dir. Ryan Dixon)
Experimental: Within (dir. Rochelle 
Buley)
Thriller: Reflect (dir. Nate Udall)
Documentary: A Thousand Hearts 
(dir. Matthew Kitchen)
Comedy: Flipside (dir. Kyle Ferris)

CRAFT AWARDS
Production Design: David Cole for 
Causatum
Sound Design: Davis Hollingsworth 
for A Thousand Hearts
Original Music: Andy McAlpine 

for A Thousand 
Hearts
Editing: Ryan 
Grant for A 
Thousand Hearts
Cinematogra-
phy: Matthew 
Kitchen for A 
Thousand Hearts
Acting: Tim 
Barton and Nate 
Udall for Flipside
Story: Matthew 
Kitchen for A 
Thousand Hearts
Directing: 
Matthew 
Kitchen for A 
Thousand Hearts

BEST PICTURE
A Thousand Hearts

A Thousand Hearts
by Ryan Grant

Matthew Kitchen, Allison Murphy, 
and Anna Davis Hollingsworth filmed a 
documentary in Israel last January about 
an organization called Save A Child's Heart, 
which is dedicated to providing open 
heart surgeries for children. They receive 
kids from all over the world, including 
Europe, Ethiopia, and China. 

This hospital is run primarily by Is-
raelis, and, because they are located in an 
area controlled by Palestinians, often the 
Palestinian government demands that 
they operate on Palestinian children be-
fore Israeli children. However, the hospi-
tal just wants to help those who need it. 

The film, "A Thousand Hearts," fol-
lows not only what struggles people in the 
medical profession have to face, but it also  
deals with how those people are affected 
by a governmental and cultural tension.   

During Post Production, the crew 
contacted me to edit the project. After 
going through 10 hours of  footage, we 
came out with an awesome nine minute 
short, which won numerous awards at the 
Biola Film Festival 2005, including Best 
Overall Picture
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SONS OF WAR TO 
PREMIERE IN DECEMBER
 
Sons of War, the most recent Biola film, is currently 
in post production. The war/crime drama was writ-
ten by students Matt Koppin and Ryan Frost, and 
directed by Matt Koppin. 

Koppin says, “The entire production process went 
much smoother than in past Biola Films. We were 
able to finish principal photography two days ahead 
of schedule and a few hundred dollars under 
budget. The crew and cast were more than I could 
have ever hoped for to work on this project. As we 
are nearing picture lock in postproduction, I have 

realized just how much God has had His hand in guiding the production. In many cases, professional companies 
would donate time and resources simply out of the blue, and money still continues to come in as we plan for our 
Premiere in December.” 

The crew is grateful for the amazing support friends and family who helped with the project through donations and 
prayers. 



Freshman Honored in 
Film Festivals

     	 Freshman Matthew Jones represents 
the ever-increasing caliber of  students in 
FTRJ. His film, Distracted, won the Gold 
Medal at the Los Angeles branch 
NAACP ACT-SO competition and went 
on to compete in the National ACT-SO 
competition in Milwaukee, WI in July 
2005. 
 The film also screened online in the 
Tribeca Short Film Competition with 
Amazon.com, was shown at the San 
Francisco Black Film Festival in June 
2005, and at the Martha’s Vineyard 
African-American Film Festival in August 
2005. Most recently, Distracted has been 
accepted at the International Student 
Film Festival in Hollywood, 
(www.isffhollywood.org) where it will 
screen Nov. 5 at 8:30 pm. 
	 Jones is the first Biola student ac-
cepted at this festival. His film will com-
pete with films from the top film schools 
in the world. Jones won this competition 
last year and has high hopes for this year. 
He was also invited to submit this film to 
the Sundance Film Festival.
 Distracted, written and directed when 
Jones was a high school senior, is the story 
of  a teenage boy who gets caught up with 
drugs, basketball, and bad influences, 
leading him to suffer a serious conse-
quence. He wrote the story in response to 
a dangerous issue he sees where youth 
don’t make good choices because of  in-
fluences that distract them. He shot por-
tions of  the film in a prison where many 
big budget productions shoot. Jones has 
held screenings at high schools and 
churches, using the film to encourage 
discussion and awareness about the prob-
lem and promote change.
     The film is now available online 

through New Renaissance Pictures at 
www.distractedmovie.com.

 Distracted is Jones’s second film. His 
first film, Separating Affect, won 2nd place at 
the Teen Screen Film Festival and Best 
High School Domestic Drama at the 
International Student Film Festival Hol-
lywood. 
 Matthew was accepted at both 
USC’s  school for Cinema and Television 
as well as Biola. He chose Biola, where he 
was accepted in both FTRJ and the Tor-
rey Honors Institute. A film production 
major, Matthew feels that Biola  has eve-
rything he’s looking for in a film school 
and that Torrey will offer him the knowl-
edge to use his gifts wisely. But most im-
portantly, Matthew feels that God defi-
nitely led him to Biola University. 

Cobb Wins Inaugural 
Screenwriting Contest
        Melissa Cobb was awarded a $2500 
scholarship as the winner of  the first an-
nual screenwriting contest. Her film, 
Gamino, will be shot as this year’s Biola 
film. It is now in pre-production and will 
be shot over Interterm. Kyle Ferris’ 
Wednesday took second place, with a 
$1500 scholarship, and Dante Stack took 
third, winning $1000. The awards were 
funded by Jay Kim of  the Tornado Com-
pany.

EagleVision is on the Air

     Biola’s student television station is on 
the air and on the Internet. EagleVision 
is the student-run, daily television news 
broadcast from the Biola University Mass 
Communication department. Every 
weekday, EagleVision broadcasts to stu-
dents across Biola's campus as well as the 
surrounding community and around the 
world, via the Internet. You can listen at 
http://www.mcom.biola.edu/ev/ .

Graduating Seniors 
Honored

     In May 2005, four graduating seniors 
were honored with a plaque, a Bible, and 
had their names engraved on a perpetual 
plaque in the department. Taking top 
honors in journalism were Christine de la 
Cruz (print), Melissa Dyck (broadcast 
journalism) and Holly Pinkham (public 
relations). Nathaniel Bell was honored 
as outstanding student in film/tv/radio.
     Also honored and receiving certifi-
cates were:
Screenwriting--LaShawn Rivers, 
Nathan Shane Miller
Acting--Josh England
Producing--Jared Gerbrandt, Alexa 
Diaz
Television--Mary Zirkle, Ellen Glass

Fast Track (Most Likely to 
Succeed)--Anna Vogt, Dana Mabe
Indie Filmmaker--Luke Holzmann
Critical Studies--Judy Smith
Interdisciplinary--Heidi Hansen
Academic--Veronica Nygaard

Journalism Students 
Impacting the Industry 
by Tamara Welter
	
 Biola’s journalism program is begin-
ning to impact media around the world. 
Here are some jobs our journalism 
graduates and students have landed re-
cently. 
	 Gary Emerling, Reporter, The Wash-
ington Times, Washington D.C.
	 Josh Lyle, Producer, CBS Evening 
News, Palm Springs, CA
	 Christine DeLaCruz, Copy Editor, 
Newsday, New York, NY
	 Heidi Hansen, Communication Direc-
tor, YWAM Argentina
	 Melissa Dyck, Leadership Institute, 
Broadcast Journalism School, Washing-
ton D.C.
	 Gregory Anthony, FOX College 
Sports, Los Angeles, CA

Voices Conference
by Tamara Welter

The Biola Journalist in Residence 
Program hosted a "Voices Conference" 
on October 6 and 7, featuring editors of  
Hispanic and Korean Christian newspa-
pers in panel discussion with the Manag-
ing Editor of  the Christian Examiner, 
Lori Arnold. This two-day conference 
included a Mass Comm chapel, a keynote 
dinner with international food, career tips 
from established journalism professionals, 
and insight into the way Christian media 
is making a difference in Southern Cali-
fornia. 

Journalism student Josiah Bentle 
translated for guest speaker, Jaime  
Lazaro, who represented the Spanish 
newspaper, El Inter. Josiah lived and 
worked in Argentina with a local news-
paper. He has a passion for sports in that 
culture.
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Dreaming Big for 
Africans
By Marie Saito and Ryan Grant 

“Dream Big” isn’t merely a slogan at Biola; it’s a reality. One 
hundred and thirty Biolans embarked on an unforgettable journey 
this summer and a Biola film team documented the trip. The 
group partnered with Dream for Africa, founded by Dr. Bruce 
Wilkinson, author of  The Prayer of  Jabez and The Dreamgiver, and 
dedicated to fighting the spread of  HIV/AIDS in Swaziland. 

Film majors Matthew Kitchen and Ryan Grant had the as-
signment of  shooting footage of  the 300 volunteers day and night 
for four weeks. Kitchen was the cinematographer and Grant is the 
editor. Grant and Kitchen hope to focus the documentary on 
getting help to people of  Swaziland. According to Grant, “If  peo-
ple become more aware of  the HIV/AIDS problem, poverty, and 
the poor economy, then the film is a success.”

Swaziland is the country where HIV/AIDS is most preva-
lent, with 40% of  the population infected by the virus. Each week 
student teams went to a different high school in Swaziland to 
teach about AIDS, to promote abstinence as the best way to deal 
with the epidemic, and to listen to Swazis discuss their lives. When 
they weren’t teaching in the schools, the students were planting 
gardens, playing with orphans, and helping in communities doing 
whatever people needed. Volunteers impacted Swazis and vice 
versa. 

In addition to volunteers, the team interviewed two AIDS 
activists who travel and share their stories with those who feel 
hopeless with their condition. This duo teaches that AIDS infec-
tion doesn’t mean life is over; it just means you have a condition. 
Although the virus cannot be cured, an AIDS patient may control 
the effects it has over the body. The activists’ advice is to maintain 
healthy hygiene, proper diet and exercise.
 One of  Grant’s most memorable experiences was filming the 
King of  Swaziland celebrating their National Day of  Prayer. His 
Royal Highness spoke about stories of  Moses and David. 

According to Grant, much spiritual warfare occurred during 
filming. One of  the high schools had a skull on top of  the roof, 
which, according to a woman who works with Swaziland royalty, 
meant that a sacrifice had been offered when the original founda-
tion for the school was built. That gave evil forces authority to 
“come on in.” The teams laid hands on the building, walked 
around it, and prayed that God would destroy that structure.

   Grant and Kitchen hope to have post-production finished by 
December. They plan to enter the documentary in several film 
festivals and are checking into television spots. This team won 

numerous 
awards at the 
2005 Biola Film 
Festival, includ-
ing Best Overall 
Picture, with 
their documen-
tary A Thou-
sand Hearts.

The docu-
mentary was the 
vision of  Biola 
President Dr. 
Clyde Cook and 
Chairman of  
Mass Comm., 
Craig Detweil-
ler. Associate 
Dean of  Stu-
dent Affairs, 
Ann Hamilton, 
headed up student logistics and joined the team along with her 
husband and two sons. In Africa, she assisted with setting up, 
shooting, and holding audio equipment. 

Biola Hosts World 
Journalism Conference

     The World Journalism Institute hosted an intensive journalism 
conference at Biola University from July 24 to August 12. This is 
the second year that a portion of  the conference was held at Biola. 
The eight week program included three weeks of  lectures at Biola. 
The conference focused on entertainment and popular culture. 
Among the guest professors were Bill Maddox of  USA Today, 
Lynn Vincent of  World Magazine, Nancy Pearcey, author of  To-
tal Truth, Steve Duin of  the Oregonian, and Anacleto Rapping of 
the Brooks Institute of  Photography.
      Fourteen students attended the program, three of  whom are 
Biola students. Journalism major Abigail Schilling said, “This 
experience was so amazing for me because I not only received 
training from prominent journalists who are Christians, but I got 
to know them. The speakers were concerned with helping us im-
prove our craft and helping us pursue a career in journalism. 
They gave us their email addresses and cell phone numbers so we 
could contact them after. They offered to edit our articles and help 
us find jobs and internships. I will take the stuff  I learned here to 
The Chimes, to my classes, and into my career.” 
     Dr. Douglas Tarpley, dean of  fine arts, was instrumental in 
bringing the sessions to Biola and gave one lecture. He used im-
ages of  journalists from feature films as a starting point for under-
standing the vital role journalists play in influencing and impact-
ing the world.
     Students enrolled in the program receive academic credit for 
both undergraduate and graduate study. There are about 80 jour-
nalism and public relations majors in the Mass Communication 
Department and the major continues to grow.

Project X Update

     Post-production continues on Biola’s first feature film, Project X. 
Joshua Sikora and his team are wrapping up editing, while 
Academy-Award winning visual effects supervisor Josh Rose is 
leading a class through the complicated effects work on the film. 
Anticipated release in early 2006.
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Mike Longinow 
Heads Journalism
	
      	Mike earned a BA in Political Science 
from Wheaton College and an MS in 
News-Editorial Journalism from the Uni-
versity of  Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. 
His research explored inner-city lending 
practices and city neglect of  urban areas. 
	 After this, Mike reported for the Daily 
Herald in Morris, Illinois. He completed a 
graduate program at Moody Bible Insti-
tute while writing free-lance for inner-city 
publications. He then covered education, 
politics, civil rights, and toxic waste issues 
for the Carrollton Times-Georgia. He was 
named senior reporter, shortly before 
accepting a position on the Journalism 
faculty at Asbury College. 
     While at Asbury, Mike served as con-
sultant on a statewide magazine project 
to promote college attendance among at-
risk teens in Kentucky's public schools. 
He helped students at Asbury produce an 
annual bilingual publication for migrant 
Hispanics and their families.
     Mike's doctoral dissertation at the 
University of  Kentucky was a historical 
study of  Christian newspapers and their 
role in the larger movement of  media 
within evangelical Protestantism between 
the 1880s and 1940s. Mike has written 
for Christian and secular magazines and 
has published research on the history of  
journalism in the United States. 
    
Peggy Patrick 
Medberry

     Peggy Patrick has been a literary agent 
for 15 years and worked as the Vice 
President of  one of  Hollywood's pre-
miere agencies, Shapiro-Lichtman. Her 
work involved overseeing the careers of  
more than 200 writers, directors and 

producers. She has been a featured 
speaker at many forums including the 
WGA, DGA, Flash Forward and the 
Hollywood Screenwriting Conference. 
She has been a judge for the ACE 
Awards and the Humanitas Awards.
     Prior to Shapiro-Lichtman, Peggy 
taught commercial acting classes, read for 
a number of  production companies, 
and worked at  major studios. She also 
 acted in commercials and a Japanese 
music video. 
     Recently, Peggy and her husband--
Chauncey Medberry started a new man-
agement company Patrick Medberry 
Associates and are working with top 
Christian novelists like Bill Myers, Melo-
dy Carlson, and Beverly Lewis to bring 
their work to a mainstream audience.    

 

Lisa Swain
     Lisa Swain has worked in the enter-
tainment industry for the past fifteen 
years as a production supervisor on film 
projects ranging in budget from 15 mil-
lion to 150 million.  Her credits include 
the commercially successful movies Big 
Fish, Anger Management, America’s 
Sweethearts, Face-Off, Varsity Blues and 
Mars Attacks among others.  She has 
worked with such notable producers as 
Richard Zanuck, Barrie Osborne, Bruce 
Cohen and David Permut and directors 
Tim Burton and Gore Verbinsky.
     She also worked in dramatic television 
as the production coordinator on Amblin 
Entertainment’s SeaQuest and in the 
Family Channel’s sitcom Big Brother 
Jake.  
     Lisa won the prestigious student silver 
Oscar for Best Dramatic Picture awarded 
by the Academy of  Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences for Turtle Races, a film she 
produced while a student at Regent Uni-
versity in 1991.

     She loves throwing parties for 6 or 
600, hiking, playing games, watching 
movies, scuba diving and is currently 
training for her first marathon. She also 
enjoys working with single moms as a 
counselor at the Westside Pregnancy 
Center in Santa Monica.
   
Tamara Welter
     Tamara Welter aspired to be a 
mathematics teacher when she was in the 
7th grade, but during high school, she 
became involved with the student news-
paper and yearbook and found her pas-
sion for writing and the visual stirred. 
     In college Tamara redirected towards 
professional pursuits in her field, leaving 
the idea of  teaching behind. She worked 
with student publications in college and 
graduate school, while pursuing her pas-
sion for public relations and magazine 
production. Her freelance work for com-
munity magazines, newspapers, theatre, 
film, video and television productions, 
paved her direction even more. 
     During her eight years serving as 
Marketing Director for a government 
provider of  computer equipment and 
supplies in Virginia, Tamara was able to 
also contribute to local ministries--
writing, designing, and photographing for 
events and programs throughout the 
world. Tamara and her husband, Patrick, 
have three children and have recently 
relocated to California from Iceland 
where they served in ministry with the 
local Keflavik military chapel for 2 ½ 
years. 
     Tamara’s desire to contribute to the 
rising professionals has come full circle as 
she began adjuncting with University of  
Maryland Europe while in Iceland. At 
Biola she teaches many of  the PR and 
visual journalism courses, while advising 
the PRSSA chapter on campus.
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MEET YOUR MASS COMM 
FACULTY AND STAFF

Pictured in back row..Mike Gonzales, Ben Thornton, Gerry 
Fisher
Middle row...John Schmidt, Stacy Mushakian, Peggy Patrick 
Medberry, Tamara Welter, Mike Longinow
Front row...Craig Detweiler, Sandi Nicolaides, Lisa Swain, 
Peggy Rupple, VJ Vonk

MASS COMM WELCOMES NEW FACULTY



Divorced American

     Professor Michael Gonzales is direct-
ing a documentary that is now in post-
production. Divorced American is the story 
of  a young man who is recently divorced, 
and in his devastation, is searching for 
hope and answers for his future.  It is a 
telling look about what people think 
about marriage and divorce in America 
today. The project has taken Gonzales 
and his crew to locations across the na-
tion.  The crew includes Biola alums 
Henry Alconz, Tom McCarty, Daniel 
Wolfley, and Phil Eastvold; current stu-
dents Brian Lammey, Todd Stevenson, 
and Lauren Slater; and adjunct professor 
Dean Yamada.

BRAVURA 
Nominated Again
     Bravura, the 2004 Biola Film written 
and produced by Dr. Mike Gonzales, was 
nominated in the category for best theat-
rical short or student film at the 20th 
Annual Imagen Awards. The ceremony 
was held at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in 
Beverly Hills on Friday, June 17th. Repre-
senting the film at the gala event were Dr. 
Gonzales and Charles Herchelroath (co-
writer), along with several staff  and 
friends of  the university. 
     Bravura was nominated alongside Stolen 
Lives, Wednesday Afternoon, and Cuco Gomez- 

Gomez is Dead, which 
took first place. The Imagen Awards 
competition recognizes and encourages 
the television, film, and advertising indus-
tries to portray Latino actors and produc-
tion storylines in a positive and accurate 
manner. The Imagen tradition recognizes 
those producers, directors and writers 
who contribute from behind the scenes, 
as well as the Latin actors portraying 
these positive roles.

Scott Derrickson Hits 
the Big Screen 
by Bob Sikora
 
     Scott Derrickson, Alumnus of  Biola’s 
film program, has co-written and directed 
The Exorcism of  Emily Rose, a courtroom/
horror film, based on a true story. It  has 
already topped an estimated $70,000,000 
at the box office in its first month.
     The Christian Post quotes Derrickson:  
“My intention is to make a film that  
provokes people to ask themselves what 
they believe about evil, what they  believe 
about the demonic. Inevitably when you 
ask questions like that you end up asking 
yourself  what you think about God, what 
you think about morality, and what you 
think about the nature of  memory and 
truth."

Ralph Winter 
Featured in CT

     Ralph Winter, co-chair of  Biola’s Stu-
dio Task Force, was featured in the article 
“Moviemaking with a Purpose” in Chris-
tianity Today online. 
     Author Jeffrey Overstreet says, “Ralph 
Winter has a heart to help artists grow 
and excel, contributing to endeavors at 
Act One: Writing for Hollywood (a pro-
gram for aspiring Christian screenwrit-
ers), and the media communications pro-
gram at Biola University , and he devotes 
himself  to the art of  short films, cultivat-
ing a dynamic community of  up-and-

coming artists.” Read the full article at   
http://www.christianitytoday.com/movie
s/interviews/ralphwinter.html  
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DETWEILER IN ASIA

This past summer, department chair Craig 
Detweiler directed a documentary for Asian Ac-
cess, a mission agency that equips, trains, and sup-
ports indigenous church leaders. He traveled to 
Japan, China, Mongolia, Thailand, and Sri Lanka 
working on the film. Detweiler served in Japan 
with Asian Access in the 1980s. The agency is 
changing their name and focus, from sending mis-
sionaries from America to equipping and empow-
ering local leaders.   The 45- to 60-minute docu-
mentary should be completed by December. 

FACULTY & FRIENDS

Craig Detweiler in Mongolia with two pastors and filmmakers, 
Chinzorig and Oogi.  They produced their own Christian out-
reach film in Mongolia with the help of  a Filipino Church.

HELP US PROVIDE FILM FEST 
AWARDS

A major PTF goal is to provide 
awards for film festival winners. 
In 2005 we provided $1000 in 
awards. If you would like to 
contribute to this account, 
make your check payable to 
Biola University & mail to 
Peggy Rupple, Mass Comm, 
Biola University, 13800 Biola 
Avenue, La Mirada, CA 90639. 
Thanks so much!



Parents Help at Events

Parents were an indispensable part 
of  the department’s three major events.  
The Biola Media Conference hosted over 
600 media professionals on Saturday, 
April 23 and the Biola Film Festival took 
place May 7. 

Then on August 19, the department 
hosted over 45 incoming freshmen and 
their parents at a wonderful Italian buffet 
and orientation.
        Serving at these three events is one 
of  the primary functions for the Parent 
Task Force. Parents step in to assist staff  
and students in dozens of  ways—set-up, 
clean-up, sales, running errands, and 
more. We have fun working together, 
getting to know students and other par-
ents in the Department.
      Our thanks to those who helped at 
these events, including Vance and Robyn 
Bjorklund, Joyce Borrud, Mark Clark, 
James and Laurie Fowler, Phyllis Grum-
mon, Rick and Janet Hann, Cindy Hel-
ton, Gwen Marks, Bob and Pat Sikora, 
Tina Walker, Dotty Widman, and Allen 
and Peggy Young,

Prayer 
Opportunities

     Would you like to pray for students in 
the MCOM program? If  so, join our 
email prayer chain by contacting Robyn 
Bjorklund at robynb@bcrcpas.com. 
     If  you would like to pray for leaders in 
the media, contact Master Media at 
http://www.mastermediaintl.org/guest/i
ndex.html. They provide a quarterly 
Media leader Prayer Calendar. Pray for 
the industry your students are entering.

MCOM Website Set 
to Launch!
by Peggy Rupple

     A year in the making, we are just days 
away from launching the Biola Mass
Communication website.  Our new site 
will introduce prospective students to our 
program, promote student films, highlight 
MCOM news & events, track alumni and 
Studio Task Force accomplishments, as 
well as feature the broadcasting and re-
porting of  Eaglevision TV,  Biola Radio, 
and The Chimes Newspaper.  Although 
currently pointing to the Biola University 
site, www.mcom.biola.edu will soon direct 
you to our newly constructed MCOM
website, a multi-leveled online resource 
for students, alumni, parents, Studio Task 
Force members and the world.  Set  
launch date is October 25th, 2005.
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OUR VISON

The vision of the MCOM Parents’ 
Task Force is twofold. 

First, we provide a venue for the 
parents of MCOM students to 
stand “in the wings,” graciously and 
enthusiastically serving these stu-
dents through coordinated prayer, 
encouragement, service, advocacy, 
communication, and tangible and 
intangible support as they train to 
become ambassadors for Jesus 
Christ in the cultural mission field 
of the media and entertainment 
world.

Second, we serve the parents of 
current and incoming students 
through coordinated prayer, timely 
information, encouragement, and 
advocacy as these parents release 
their young men and women into 
their high callings as tomorrow’s 
media professionals. 
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